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Abstract
 This study takes a look at tries to investigate the role of the

family in ingraining gender stereotyping. This study is qualitative in
nature based on secondary records. The accumulated information
has been analyzed qualitatively as secondary information for the
attainment of grounded facts. The study reveals that gender
stereotyping and gender function formation are sociocultural and
relational constructs, which are developed and ingrained within the
institutional network, social interaction, and social relationships
mainly in families. The observation indicated that during one’s own
family sphere, gender stereotyping and gender role formation are the
outcome of gender socialization and differential familial environment.
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Introduction

The process of gender stereotype socialization starts off evolving early in life.
Social norms concerning gender are evolved through socialization, the lifelong procedure
of inheriting, decoding, and disseminating norms, customs and ideologies. The method
of socialization keeps in the course of one’s existence and is constantly renegotiated,
however socialization starts as quickly as one is born. Gender relates to a set of cultural
expectancies consistent with which women and men behave (Kruger, 1997). Every
tradition assigns sure roles and standardized patterns of conduct to its participants that
allow them to organize their lives in a consistent and predictable way. In normative
order, cultures and societies prescribe normative function behavior and simplicity-down
interaction of individuals (Lindsey, 2010). Normative functional behavior is collectivistic
that delimits personal freedom and ties them to predetermined rights and duties in
addition to expectations. The socially built and culturally defined realities are carefully
related to the improvement of stereotypes which might be predetermined notions or
pix, which outline various spheres of sports which including gender.

Stereotyping is the act of judging someone on the basis of someone’s belief
in the organization to which that man or woman belongs. In different phrases, it’s far
from “the unconscious or conscious software of (correct or inaccurate) understanding
of a group in judging a member of the group” (Agars, 2004, p. 104). A stereotype is
a view that is held by one or greater people about a set to overgeneralize the traits of
that organization (Bell, 2007). Through stereotyping, humans are categorized in line
with the traits they have got in commonplace, including gender, age, race, ethnicity,
language, faith, and so on. In sociological discourse, stereotyping is intently related to
prejudicial judgment characterized by using rigid and irrational generalizations
approximately a whole community of humans. Gender stereotypes are deep-rooted
perceptions of the characteristics of males and females, which aid the continuity of
precise gender roles (Suter, 2006).

The problem
The expansion of gender stereotyping isn’t always haphazard or automatic,

instead facilitated with the aid of diverse socio-cultural and relational elements. The
foremost among them is family, which performs a big function in the growth of
gender stereotypes.(Lindsey, 2010). The normative social order restricts girls and
tends to prefer men to emerge as the guardians and the rulers. Patriarchy protects
male ideology and nurtures terrible gender values. This paper is an attempt to
investigate familial elements that make contributions to stereotyping and highlights
institutional mechanisms for boosting and preserving gender stereotypes.  It attempts
to explore the impact of stereotyping on gender socialization.
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Method

This study is qualitative in nature based on secondary records. For secondary
information, a thorough evaluation of literature has been executed wherein gender
stereotypes are highlighted in a thematic manner.

Gender Stereotyping Socialization

Socialization is the process by which a child turns into a person respecting
his or her environment’s legal guidelines, norms, and customs. Gender socialization
is a more targeted form of socialization; it’s how children of various sexes are socialized
into their respective gender roles (Giddens, 1993) and taught what it means to be
male or lady (Morris, 1988). Gender socialization starts off evolving in the meanwhile,
and from the time when human beings ask one and the simple question, is it a female
or a boy (Gleitman, Fridlund, & Reisberg, 2000, p. 499)? Similarly, gender and gender
function formation are frequently discovered through the dominant corporations of
socialization, along with a circle of relatives, peers, faculty, and so on, which are
considered “instructors” of the society.

To sociologists, socialization is a method through which individuals learn the
way of life that consists of lifestyle and different abilities acquired via people as
members of the society. Furthermore, it is a lifelong manner where individuals are
believed to build up knowledge of the regulations and policies, norms and values,
attitudes, customs, and other role necessities which can be desirable to their society
and way of life (Haralambos, 1985). In this connection, every society offers a
prescription concerning the content that man or woman participants should agree to,
to end up energetic individuals of the society. Similarly, through socialization, individuals
are inducted into social global to analyze gender-appropriate functions.

In this regard, gender role is found out via the system of socialization wherein
individuals analyze behaviors and attitudes prescribed by means of the society. Through
this method, a selected culture and society shapes and reshapes the sort and type of
men and women they like them to be (Hensline, 1996). further, every and every
society of the sector prescribes specific behaviors and attitudes for ladies and men
suitable in one-of-a-kind conditions, which constitute gender norms in the form of
prescriptive hints and resultantly form gender roles (Doyle & Paludi, 1991). With
reference to gender role improvement, the social getting to know angle hyperlinks it
with a lifelong learning process, that is carried by using socialization via social
institutions along with family, friends, media, and faith. Moreover, it is completed via
remark, imitation, and reinforcement mechanisms that offer a ground for man or
woman construction and role formation (Lynn, 1996).
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In familial surroundings, humans analyze unique sets of gender role
necessities and obligations according to their applicable social statuses. In addition,
people additionally discover ways to apprehend the pressure of outside forces that
compel them to comply, even if they do not accept the position definitions others
have for them. youngsters learn the traditional gender roles where such roles assist
to maintain gender stereotypes, for example, adult males are believed to be competitive,
unbiased, and undertaking-orientated, while girls are assumed as greater sensitive,
emotional, people-oriented, and based. In this regard, extracts had been taken from
subject statistics as evidence material to the secondary facts cited.

Parents’ role in Ingraining of Gender Stereotyping
Research studies show that parental behavior towards their youngsters, either

overt or covert, is the primary effect on gender position stereotyping development in
early life (Crespi, 2004; Kaplan, 1991; Santrock, 1994). Dad and mom play a key
role in youngsters’ socialization and provide an appropriate environment in the family
wherein they touch with their youngsters in a face-to-face interplay. dad and mom
educate stereotypes thru unique methods and behaviors in day by daily existence,
for instance, the way they use to get dressed their kids and decorate their kids’
rooms, the toys they provide their youngsters to play with, and their very own attitudes
and conduct towards them that boom the inculcation of gender stereotyping
(Hetherington & Parke, 1999).

In their own family, parents take into consideration the emotionality in their
youngsters whenever they make conversations with them, and similarly, they speak
about topics in a different way with sons and daughters (Dunn, Bretherton, & Munn,
1987). In this context, dad and mom in particular mothers communicate better with
their daughters and inspire them with more supportive and affiliative speech and
comments when it comes to others as compared with sons. Opposite to this, mothers
encourage independence and autonomy in their sons (Pomerantz & Ruble, 1998),
and they do not often discuss identical subjects with their daughters (Fivush, 1989).
In regard to mum and dad position in gender socialization and stereotyping, Leaper
(2000) recognized that moms in comparison with fathers used to inspire collaborative
play with sons and daughters, however, in addition, they choose affiliative play with
daughters; they’re encouraged for supportive and responsive interaction with others,
whereas the reaction of fathers changed into terrible, especially with their sons for
move-gender behavior.

Further, mother and father proportion their mind, reports, and behaviors with
kids and offer assets inside the community to help them in growing healthy gender
attitudes (Spjeldnes, & Koeshe, 2010). Parents additionally socialize their children



78

The Role of Family in Gender Stereotyping Socialization

Anuradha Singh

through storytelling, which is one of the dominant ways of socialization wherein kids
study regarding their gender and gender position. Through storytelling, kids are
familiarized with the valued attributes and personality traits. In this regard, Fiese and
Skillman (2000) have highlighted many patterns of storytelling for the improvement
of gender-typed traits, values, and associated traits amongst youngsters. These studies
also recognized that dad and mom in particular fathers used to tell the memories of
bravery, fulfillment, and achievement to their sons, whereas mothers particularly
informed the testimonies of feelings, expression, relationship, and assistance to their
daughters (Fiese & Skillman, 2000).

Household chores in family and Gender Stereotyping
Further, diverse research has supported the prevalence of areas of exertions

creating gender stereotyping. it has been discovered that women and men carry out
special jobs; guys work out of doors the home, while women work in the home as
unpaid housewives, wherein such dichotomy is internalized with the aid of youngsters
from a very early age, and they continue to be attached with such stereotypic gender
roles of their destiny (Gleitman et al., 2000). Female youth recognized additional gender
discriminatory practices among their households than did the male youth. Females
experienced more mental health issues when their households engaged in practices
that favored males over females (Ram, Usha, Strohschein, Lisa and Gaur, Kirti.2014).
Further, in-home sphere, parents also assign specific duties to boys and girls on the
premise of attached traits to each gender; boys are given the duties to do upkeep-
associated sports, including mowing the lawn, and girls are predicted to handle the
obligations of cooking and washing (Basow in Witt, 1997). The stated segregation of
gender-associated responsibilities creates attention among individuals whereby they
come to recognize that certain responsibilities were constrained to males and are known
as masculine tasks and others to ladies referred to as feminine obligations (Witt, 1997).

Findings
The information displays that gender stereotyping is a sociocultural product

that’s evolved and ingrained in the network of establishments, social interplay, and
social relationships. In additional sources, the circle of relatives, which is called family,
is the dominant one, which is a milestone in the ingraining of gender difference
through the gender socialization, gender differentiation and differential parental function
within the society. The records show that one’s own family teaches people about
gender suitable and irrelevant conduct and publishes them regarding the cultural and
societal anticipated channels. Such roles are assigned to people and are ensured via
the decision of work and differential association of their each day existence of
conventional gender stereotyping where the traditional gender roles are emphasized
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and even advocated, whereas present-day social roles especially for women and
girls are discouraged. The findings from the studies imply that differential treatment
of dad and mom to see their daughters as sensitive, susceptible, emotional, touchy,
and established, and sons as strong, competitive, courageous, and unbiased encourages
kids to act respectfully.

Similarly, mothers’ differential and stereotypic treatment projects gender
variations and segregation after they get dressed their children, enhance children’s
rooms, supply them with toys to play with, and so on. In addition, in the own family,
the mother and father assign some activities to adult males along with outdoor topics
inclusive of incomes, farming, buying, and so on, while women are limited to domestic
chores such as cooking, washing, and being concerned of youngsters, which directly
or circuitously venture into the gender stereotypic department of labor. The findings
from the studies show the gendered and biased familial surroundings that are
internalized through people inside the context of boys and girls differently and become
a base for institutionalized behaviors as women and men in numerous spheres of
lifestyles when they come out of family inclusive of friends association, schooling,
and employment.

The general dialogue thus concludes that gender stereotyping and gender
position formation are not organic but rather socio-cultural and relational where such
entities are the outcome of gender socialization, differential familial environment,
traditional and stereotypic household chores and parents’ differential position with
youngsters. On this mechanism, society adopts the socially described and culturally
permitted notions to make a criterion for the challenge of roles to women and men
on the idea of their sex characteristics or qualities in which these notions emerge as
compulsive and are called gender stereotypes. Gender stereotyping as a manner
displays the meanings of what ladies and men are and what they must be, creating a
dichotomy of gender position in unique spheres of life consisting of family sphere,
friends, training, place of business, and so forth.
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